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For enquiries please contact Revd Dr Robert Brown 

Priest-in-Charge, Bewcastle, Stapleton and Kirklinton with Hethersgill 
A: Greenholme, Bewcastle, Cumbria, CA6 6PW 
T: 016977 48438     email: Robert.Brown@BewcastleHouseOfPrayer.org.uk 
 
Church Services for June    

 Bewcastle Hethersgill  Kirklinton Stapleton 

5th June 
Pentecost 
 

 10.30 am 
Service of the Word 
followed by Jubilee 
Tree Blessing  

  

12th June 
Trinity 

   10 am HC 

19th June 
Trinity 2 

10 am  
Holy Baptism 

   

26th June 
Trinity 3 

 10 am MP   

3rd July 
Trinity 4 

  10 am  

Holy Baptism 

 

 

Knowe United Reformed Church, Bewcastle 
Services first Sunday in month 2.15pm 
 

Church Notices 
 
From the Registers 
Funerals:  
Allen Martin (73), formerly of 4 Netherfield, Hethersgill; St Mary’s Hethersgill, Friday 6th May 2022 

If anyone would like to receive communion at home because they find it difficult to attend a 
church service, or knows of anyone in this situation, please do get in touch with me and I 
will arrange a date to come round. Similarly, if you know of anyone who would appreciate 
a visit from their parish priest for whatever reason, do please let me know. 

Saturday, 28th May, 5pm, Taizé/Celtic Evening Prayer in the Barn, Greenholme, 
Bewcastle. This is a special service with a difference, held over the weekend of the 
Forgotten Lands Festival. Seating is on bales of straw or hay, an old church pew, and a 
few wooden chairs. A 10ft wooden cross hangs from the roof beams at one end. It is 
informal, part way between outdoors and in. The service is contemplative, the music 
simple, the words earthy. If you’re not normally a church-goer, come and try it out. 
Everyone is welcome, especially young people. 

 Tuesday 28th June: 7 for 7.30pm Deanery Synod  at St Andrew's, Kirkandrews-on-Esk 

 Monday, 11th July  7 pm  Admission of Church Wardens at St Martin’s Church, Brampton 
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Dear Friends, 

“He’s not the kind you have to wind up on Sundays.”  

Only those from a certain era, with a certain taste in music, are likely to know these words. They come from a 
song called ‘Wind up’, that finishes the second side (called ‘My God’) of the 1970s rock album, ‘Aqualung’, by 
Jethro Tull. I grew up through my teenage years singing them, and, like Ian Anderson who wrote them, angry 
at the hypocrisy and hubris of an institutionalised society that didn’t seem to care about people that ‘didn’t 
matter’. I still am. And I still say ‘Amen’ to those words. 

And yet here I am, leading Sunday services as a priest in the Church of England, the oldest institution in the 
British Isles (claiming continuity with the pre-Reformation church), ostensibly the very butt of Anderson’s lyrics, 
while still claiming adherence to them. Am I not just another hypocrite? 

Bishop John is looking at what we call the ‘Occasional Offices’ in the life of the Church in his monthly letters – 
those services that form the great ‘occasions’ in our lives personally, and that help form us as communities: 
births, marriages, and deaths. I want to think a little bit about the ordinary, run-of-the-mill Sundays that most 
people don’t ‘bother’ about (recalling Bishop John’s phrase of being ‘God-botherers’!).  

If I’m still saying God’s not the kind you have to wind up on Sundays, why bother with Sundays, or church at 
all? You can meet God anywhere and everywhere, can’t you? You can spend time with God on your own, in 
your own home, in the garden, walking in the woods, alone on top of a wild hill. You can see, hear and smell 
God’s presence in the delicacy of the primrose, or the fluting of the blackcap, in the heady aroma of 
meadowsweet or hawthorn. And especially in the thrill of a field of racing lambs! 

We know God is also with us as we work, whether that’s in the never-ending busyness of running a farm, 
feeding and caring for the stock, milking, leading slurry, cutting silage, making hay, buying and selling, form-
filling etc, or working at a computer, or in a shop, or a factory, or a workshop, or on a building, or driving, or 
mending machinery. Or the all-consuming task of raising children. Or retired at home. Anywhere and 
everywhere, God is with us. 

And then there are the times that are more difficult; when we face tragic circumstances, struggle with chronic 
pain, or care for a loved one who is a shadow of their former self. God is there; he doesn’t need winding up on 
Sundays. 

And that’s absolutely right. God isn’t a mechanical timepiece, like the old grandfather clock that ticks away 
quietly in the corner of the sitting room, that we have to wind up every Sunday (ours was made in Pontypool), 
chiming every hour to remind you of the passing time, leaving you wondering where it all goes. 

No, it’s more about a well in the desert, where we can come to be watered and refreshed. When you enter an 
empty church (and three of our four are open all the time), you are aware that you are coming into a special 
place of stillness and quietness. It’s a space that makes you want to sit and be silent for a while; a place where, 
over the hundreds of years, others have come before you to do the same. It’s as if the very stones are saturated 
with their prayers, their hopes, their cries for help. 

Setting that hour aside on a Sunday to come to church does something for us, not God. When we take that 
hour out of our week, and come together with our neighbours in church, we enter an alternate reality, a reality 
that, for once, makes sense of our rather uncertain lives. When we give that hour to God, as it were, we step 
out of our time and into God’s time, ‘eternity’. When we lift our voices, we join with all the unseen hosts of 
heaven. When we eat the morsel of Bread and take that sip of Wine, we participate in the glorious feast of 
God’s kingdom. And that feeds us, allows us to drink from the fountain of Life that refreshes us. That hour 
spent in ‘eternity’ then overflows into the rest of our lives, and when we leave that holy space, it waters and 
sanctifies the rest of our week. No, it’s not God that needs winding up. It’s more us. 

Your friend and priest, 

Robert  
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Friday 27th and Saturday 28th May  Forgotten Lands Festival at Stones Barn, Bewcastle.  Family friendly 
festival with three concerts on Friday and Saturday, workshops, sing-arounds and other activities and games.  
See www.facebook.com/forgottenlandsfestival   or www.forgottenlands.org with a range of ticket options for 
the weekend.    

Thursday 2nd June – Beacon lighting: This is exceptionally exciting. Across the country from Lands End to 
John O’Groats and across the Commonwealth beacons will be lit in honour of the platinum Jubilee.  There are 
a couple of beacons in the county with the Hethersgill one being the only official one in the north. We are 
linking to the one being lit in Southern Scotland on Criffel Dumfries. It will be lit at 21.45 at the following 
location Map ref:  347754E 569116  - what 3 words Hiked.Jukebox.Woke Newlands Hethersgill Carlisle 
Cumbria  CA6 6HU.  Please come and join us.  

Saturday 4th June  1pm till late.  Celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee at Stapleton Public Hall.   Dog show, 
Fancy Dress Competition, Raffle, Bring & Share Afternoon Tea and Community Photograph.   Everyone 
welcome.  

Hethersgill Jubilee weekend plans – You are invited to get involved in the jubilee weekend celebrations 

and the following activities have been arranged that you can join in with 
Share your Royal memories:  Do you have a Royal memory? Have you met any members of the Royal 

family? Do you have pictures of celebrating other Royal events? Share you pictures and memories with us 
and we will include you in the ‘Hethersgill Royal memories’ display at Hethersgill Hall over the jubilee 
weekend.    
Pick up your bunting packs: 

A limited number of bunting packs will be available for you to pick up from the entrance area of Hethersgill 
Hall from Monday 23rd May. The packs will have paper templates for you to cut out and make a bunting to 
display in your windows. Everyone is encouraged to decorate their houses and gardens for the weekend. 
Wednesday 1st June fish and chip van: 

A fish and chip van will be at Hethersgill Hall car park from 5pm until 8pm and the ice cream van will join us 
at 7pm until 7.30pm. You’re welcome to come along and stay for a while – view the Royal display in the hall, 
sit and have a catch up with your neighbours and generally chill out. 
Saturday 4th June – tea party celebrations: 

The whole country and commonwealth is invited to have a tea party, street party and generally celebrate the 
jubilee. 
Sunday 5th June 
10.30 am  A short church service conducted by Bishop John to celebrate the significance of our longest 

serving monarch will be held at Hethersgill church (St Mary’s). Please do join us at the service 
11 am         you are also invited to come along to the blessing of the tree that has been planted in the village 

as part of the Queen's canopy programme. Following this you are invited to share light refreshments at the 
Hall and again take a look at the Royal memories' display. 
To be confirmed – we are trying to arrange a photographer to take a village photograph to mark the Jubilee – 
please keep an eye on the Hethersgill Facebook page for details. 
 
Sunday 12th June 2 pm  Bewcastle Swimming Pool are holding an Afternoon Tea at Roadhead Hall.  Adults 

£15, children Under12 £10.   All tickets must be prebooked by contacting Bewcastle School on 016977 
48662 or Joyce 016977 48338 

Sunday 19th June 11am   Bewcastle Heritage Society: An easy day out with Mike Jackson.  Meet at 
Roadhead Hall and bring  a packed lunch 

Tuesday 24th June 7 pm Hethersgill singing group: everyone welcome to meet new people and have a sing 
song. The next session is Tuesday 24th at 7pm at the Chapel on Hethersgill crossroads 

Saturday 3rd September  Stapleton & Solport Flower and Produce Show Schedules will be available 
from the Hall and St Mary’s, Stapleton 

 Knit and Natter at Stapleton Hall is having a rest for the Summer.  We will resume early September, date 
to be advised.  Ring Carol on 01697 543094 for information. 

Yoga: We hope to bring you details of yoga classes in Hethersgill Hall from June, keep an eye on our 

Facebook page for details! 

http://www.facebook.com/forgottenlandsfestival
http://www.forgottenlands.org/
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If any one has any spare furniture or household items  that they are able to loan or give for furnishing 
a small flat in Brampton for a Ukrainian refugee family , please contact Jan Farrell on 016977 48279. 
The flat is small and on the first floor, so not suitable for large items.  Many thanks 

 

Kirklinton with Hethersgill PCC would like to thank everyone for their help with the grass cutting at St. 
Cuthbert’s, Kirklinton.  It is much appreciated and we hope you all continue in the future to help keep this 
community space looking tidy. 

Shankhill C of E School Nursery education for children, free for children aged 3 plus Mon-Fri 9-12 noon 

with option to stay for lunch &play until 1pm 01228 577264 office@shankhill.cumbria.sch.uk. 
Shankhill Parent & Toddler Group every Wed 1:30 – 3:30pm during term time. 01228 577264. 

Shankhill PTA collects printer cartridges. leave donations at School during term time or phone 01228 577264  

Bewcastle Primary School Play Group at Bewcastle School, Roadhead, Cumbria, CA6 6PF. Every Monday 

during term time 9.30am – 11am. From children aged 0– 4 years along with parents/carers, are welcome to 
come along and join in the fun! £1 per child. For more information contact Emma at Bewcastle School on 
016977 48662 or admin@bewcastle.cumbria.sch.uk 

Bewcastle Scouts Contact. Simon Barrett 01228 497970  or David Harding 07935172942    

bewcastlescouts@gmail.com  

 

Donations towards the cost of the newsletter would be greatly appreciated as we have had some extra 
costs this year.  Donations can be made direct to your distributor or to Tricia Coombe.  Please note 
that we can no longer accept cheques, cash donations only.  Thank you to those who have donated.  

 

 

Newsletters can be picked up from:  Kirklinton Church porch, Hethersgill Church porch, Stapleton Church, 
Bewcastle Church, Stapleton Public  Hall Porch, Smithfield Garage office, Garry Phillip’s Garage. Or 
downloaded : www.Bewcastle.com/news-events,   www.BewcastleHouseOfPrayer.org.uk/parish-notices 

 

Deadline for the July 2022 issue is  on   Saturday 18th June    to Tricia Coombe, Damhead, Lyneholmeford, 

Roweltown, CA6 6LQ.  016977 48833 or   triciacoombe@damhead.me 
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