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For enquiries please contact Revd Dr Robert Brown 

Priest-in-Charge, Bewcastle, Stapleton and Kirklinton with Hethersgill 
A: Greenholme, Bewcastle, Cumbria, CA6 6PW 
T: 016977 48438     email: Robert.Brown@BewcastleHouseOfPrayer.org.uk 
 
Church Services for April   

 Bewcastle Hethersgill  Kirklinton Stapleton 

3rd April 
Lent 5 

 10 am MP   

10th April 
Palm Sunday 

  10 am Service 
of the Word 

 

15th April  
Good Friday 

2 pm Good Friday Meditation at St Mary Magdalene’s, Lanercost 

17th April  
Easter Day  
 

6 am Sunrise 
Service, 
Bewcastle 
Cross  

  10 am HC  

24th April 
Easter 2 

10 am HC  

 

   

1st May 
Easter 3 

 10 am   HC   

 

From the Registers 
Funerals:  
Mary Phillips (75) of 7 Sleetbeck, Burial of Ashes, St Cuthbert’s Bewcastle, Sunday 27th February 
2022 
Ann Lowes (96) of Smithsteads, Bewcastle, St Cuthbert’s Kirklinton, 9th March 2022 
Andy Gass (73) of Fell View, Longrigg, Burial of Ashes, St Mary Magdalene’s Lanercost, Friday 11th 
March 2022 
George Blair (10 days) of Dodgsontown, Roadhead, at St Mary’s Stapleton, Friday 18th March 2022 
Harold Bouch (96) of Lodge Hill, Hethersgill, at St Mary’s Hethersgill, Monday 21st March 2022 
 
Other Church Dates 
Lent Talks at Longtown Memorial Hall (2.30pm, followed by light refreshments): 
Wednesday March 30th:  Land of the unexpected, Church and Culture in Papua-New Guinea:   Peter 
Ramsden, retired bishop of Papua New Guinea 
 
Wednesday April 6th:  Is Catholicism Global?   John Baron, Roman Catholic priest who has worked in 

Zambia, based in Carlisle 
 

Lent Lunches 12pm              Thursday 31st March, Roadhead Hall 

Donations will go to support the Church Mission Society in North India working to prevent child sex-trafficking 
and exploitation. 
 

 
Lenten Prayer: For those who would like to rise to the challenge of praying each day through Lent, I have 

obtained a number of copies of the prayer booklet ‘Live Lent: Embracing Justice’, which invites us examine 
our own lives truthfully, to see the world more deeply and to pray – for the church and the world far and near 
– that ‘justice may roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream’. Copies will be available 
at the back of each of the churches. Please feel free to take one. 
 

Knowe United Reformed Church, Bewcastle 

Services first Sunday in month 2.15pm  
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Dear Friends, 

Lambing Time. The juice and joy of Spring thrusting up and bursting through. Irrepressible life. 
Gerard Manley Hopkins just captures it beautifully in his poem, ‘Spring’: 

Nothing is so beautiful as Spring – 
When weeds, in wheels, shoot long and lovely and lush; 

Thrush’s eggs look little low heavens, and thrush 
Through the echoing timber does so rinse and wring 

The ear, it strikes like lightnings to hear him sing; 
The glassy peartree leaves and blooms, they brush, 

The descending blue; that blue is all in a rush 
With richness; the racing lambs too have fair their fling. 

What is all this juice and all this joy? 
A strain of the earth’s sweet being in the beginning 

In Eden garden. – Have, get, before it cloy, 
Before it cloud, Christ, lord, and sour with sinning, 

Innocent mind and Mayday in girl and boy, 
Most, O maid’s child, thy choice and worthy the winning. 

Hopkins sees in Spring the innocence and exuberance of the first creation, of Eden’s Garden. This 
is what creation was made to look like. The delicate beauty of the thrush’s egg, looking like heaven 
in a nest; the aching beauty of the thrush’s song ringing through the woodlands; the clear blue 
beauty of the cloudless sky so close it is brushed by the newly emerging leaves and blossoms on a 
fruit tree. In another of his poems (The May Magnificat) he asks: ‘Question: What is Spring? – / 
Growth in everything – / Flesh and fleece, fur and feather, / Grass and greenworld all together’, 
and concludes ‘This ecstasy all through mothering earth / Tells Mary her mirth till Christ’s birth’. 
The bursting earth in Spring is an echo of the Creator bursting from his mother’s womb, bursting 
from the Garden Tomb. 

But then he introduces this note of impending anguish – ‘Have, get, before it cloy’. As the year 
turns through the summer, and the freshness of Spring begins to fade, the luscious lucent lime of 
the newly unfurled beech leaf hardens to a deeper, duller green, and then into the dying autumn, 
he sees the re-writing of the story of our fall from innocence, the sour of sinning – our turning away 
from the source of life, from God himself. And this is his heart’s cry to God, to restore all that 
loveliness of life, to capture it before the sin takes hold. 

And that, dear Friends, is what Easter is about – the promise of life in all its ‘juice’ and ‘joy’ as 
Christ triumphs over the death of autumn and winter of our lives and the world, as he stands in the 
Garden, unrecognised as ‘the Gardener’ by a weeping Mary Magdalene, on the first morning of the 
New Creation. And then he speaks the most sublime utterance in the Bible: ‘Mary’. It brings tears 
to my eyes every time I read or hear it. For that is our name he speaks. 

We are enveloped in a world that desperately needs God’s salvation. The ongoing situation in 
Ukraine cries out against the arrogance and brutality of human ideology and the dangers of 
‘patriotism’. But a number of folk in the benefice have expressed a desire to offer hospitality to 
Ukrainian refugees coming to the UK, and I am trying to act as a point of reference so we can 
coordinate our response, to ensure that, if any Ukrainians do come to the benefice, we can 
introduce them to each other, and coordinate transport etc. 

The other important notice is that St Mary’s Stapleton is in desperate need of substantial funds to 
rebuild the wooden sections in the tower, and to stop the water entering the wall by the tower. 
Please do give anything you can to help. 

Easter morning celebrates the triumph of life over death. Please join us in one of our services, if 
you can. 

Your friend and priest, Robert  
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Saturday 9th April – 16th  April 10 am – 4 pm Spring Craft Fair at Dacre Hall, Lanercost. Refreshments, 
raffle.  Admission £1, accompanied children free 

Tuesday 12th April from 7pm Hethersgill Parish open evening  in Hethersgill Hall  For all residents in 
Hethersgill parish.   We really need your help to build a better community spirit. 
Now covid-19 restrictions have ended it has never been a better time to start new activities and interests for 
the parish. But in order for it to be successful we need your help and support and we need to know what you 
want to see! Whether you want to help organise events and activities or to just come along and support them 
together we can build a better community spirit for Hethersgill. We’re holding an open evening for you to come 
along and have your say in what you would like to see. We’ll also introduce you to the councils and committees 
that already exist that you may not know of. Our survey showed that nearly half of Hethersgill residents wouldn’t 
ask for help even if they knew they needed it and that more than 40% and didn’t know where to find help even 
if they wanted to. Now is the time for us to help each other, with a better community spirit we are more likely 
to feel supported. There will be wine or tea and coffee, light nibbles, the opportunity to meet new people and 
socialise and the chance to pick up one of our new householder packs with lots of information about the village. 
The open evening has been arranged by the Parish council with support from the Hethersgill Social committee. 
Please do come along if you are able. 

Easter Monday 18th April - Kirklinton with Hethersgill PCC Table top/car boot sale in Hethersgill Hall.  
11am until 2pm, £6 inside and £5 outside.  Stallholders can set up at 10 am.  Lovely refreshments will be 
served so come and have your lunch, buy your cakes, treat yourself to a few bits and pieces.  To book a table 
ring 01228 675510 or 01228 675389.  Everyone welcome, entrance free. 

Friday 6th May   7 pm Stapleton PCC Spring Fair and Craft Fair at Stapleton Public Hall.  Cake stalls, 
produce, plants etc.  Homemade teas.  Gifts for stalls and offers of help would be appreciated. Contact a 
member of the PCC. 

Tuesday 10th May.   These Are a Few of Our Favourite Sins.  An evening of celebration, fun and laughter 

at Glingerbank, Longtown with the Musical Revue company the Fingask Follies.   Tickets include a pre-show 
drink, buffet supper and a drink in the interval.   All profits to be divided between the churches at  Bewcastle 
(roof fund) and Kirkandrews on Esk (organ fund).  For details and tickets email info@bewcastle.com 

Bewcastle Heritage Society  - Our regular monthly programme of outings and meetings will begin again in 

May with our AGM and Annual Dinner, all subject to Covid restrictions not changing again of course. Details 
will appear in each month's newsletter as usual. 

Knit and Natter at Stapleton Hall, every Tuesday evening from 7pm-9pm.  Everyone is welcome to come 
along.  For further details contact Carol on 01697543094. 

Hethersgill  Jubilee weekend celebrations in the planning  We are developing plans about how we can all 
join in to celebrate the Queen’s upcoming Platinum jubilee in June.As you may already be aware there will be 
a four day weekend stretching from Thursday 2nd June to Sunday 5th June. Woohoo!There are a few things 
being planned for the village to join in the celebrations – some are still in the planning so please keep an eye 
out for details closer to the time: 

The social committee are arranging for a chippy van to be at the Hall car park on Wednesday evening 
(1st June) – so if you’re planning on going away for the long weekend you don’t need to cook the night 
before!  
We will be encouraging everyone to make some bunting and decorate your houses for the weekend, 
we’ll be sharing tips and ideas as well as a template for you to use. 

 Have you met the Queen? We’ll be asking for your memories and pictures of any royal meetings and 
developing a display for the hall and online.   

 We will be planting a tree for the Jubilee! As part of the Queens Green Canopy – an initiative 
encouraging groups all across the UK to plant a tree in the Queen’s honour – we will plant a tree at 
the Village Hall. We hope that we will be able to arrange a blessing of the tree on the Sunday of the 
jubilee weekend. 

 A jubilee village photo. We hope that we can arrange a village photo to mark the jubilee. 

 There will also be a Jubilee beacon lit 

 Please note plans may change or be developed as we get closer to the actual weekend, we do hope 
that you can support us in the celebrations 

mailto:info@bewcastle.com
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Save the Date! Stapleton & Solport Parish Council are planning a fun filled day of events to celebrate 
the Queens Platinum Jubilee on Saturday 4th June at Stapleton Public Hall .The children at Shankhill 

School are helping us design a poster to publicise the event to include fancy dress, a fun dog show, children's 
sports and games, and a bring and share afternoon tea. We are also working on a social event in the hall for 
the evening. We also need some volunteers who are first aiders/first responders/healthcare professionals to 
provide us with first aid cover - if you would like to offer your support please contact Jenny Riley. 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

The late Jimmy Clubbs: Kathleen, Christine and Audrey would like to thank all who donated so 

generously at Jimmy’s funeral.  £240 was donated to the Ophthalmology fund at  Whitehaven Hospital  

Kirklinton with Hethersgill PCC would like to thank everyone for their help with the grass cutting at St. 

Cuthbert’s, Kirklinton.  It is much appreciated and we hope you all continue in the future to help keep this 
community space looking tidy. 

Shankhill C of E School Nursery education for children, free for children aged 3 plus Mon-Fri 9-12 noon 
with option to stay for lunch &play until 1pm 01228 577264 office@shankhill.cumbria.sch.uk. 
Shankhill Parent & Toddler Group every Wed 1:30 – 3:30pm during term time. 01228 577264. 
Shankhill PTA collects printer cartridges. leave donations at School during term time or phone 01228 577264  

Bewcastle Primary School Play Group at Bewcastle School, Roadhead, Cumbria, CA6 6PF. Every Monday 
during term time 9.30am – 11am. From children aged 0– 4 years along with parents/carers, are welcome to 
come along and join in the fun! £1 per child. For more information contact Emma at Bewcastle School on 
016977 48662 or admin@bewcastle.cumbria.sch.uk 

Bewcastle Scouts Contact. Simon Barrett 01228 497970  or David Harding 07935172942    
bewcastlescouts@gmail.com  

 

Donations towards the cost of the newsletter would be greatly appreciated as we have had some extra 
costs this year.  Donations can be made direct to your distributor or to Tricia Coombe.  Please note 
that we can no longer accept cheques, cash donations only.  Thank you to those who have donated.  

 

Newsletters can be picked up from:  Kirklinton Church porch, Hethersgill Church porch, Stapleton Church, 
Bewcastle Church, Stapleton Public  Hall Porch, Smithfield Garage office, Garry Phillip’s Garage. Or 
downloaded : www.Bewcastle.com/news-events,   www.BewcastleHouseOfPrayer.org.uk/parish-notices 

 

Deadline for the May 2022 issue is  on   Saturday 17th April    to Tricia Coombe, Damhead, Lyneholmeford, 
Roweltown, CA6 6LQ.  016977 48833 or   triciacoombe@damhead.me 
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