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For enquiries please contact Revd Dr Robert Brown 

Priest-in-Charge, Bewcastle, Stapleton and Kirklinton with Hethersgill 
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T: 016977 48438     email: Robert.Brown@BewcastleHouseOfPrayer.org.uk 
 

Notices 
Funerals: 

Daniel Martindale, 60, of Dalegarth, Kirklinton, Saturday 6th February, St Mary Hethersgill 
 
Rose Routledge, 82, formerly of Wickerthwaite Farm, Roweltown, and Brackenhill Rigg Farm, Kirklinton, 
Monday 15th February, St Mary Stapleton 
 
 
Sunday Services for March: 
 
Due to the ongoing COVID lockdown, Sunday worship across the benefice continues to be suspended for the 
time being. We will continue to review the situation, but it is unlikely there will be any services in March. Our 
hope is that we will recommence, if not in Holy Week, at least on Easter Day.  
Meanwhile, our churches continue to remain open for private prayer (except Hethersgill). And as said, 
hopefully services will resume in April as the Government eases restrictions and many folk will have received 
their vaccinations. 
Funerals: maximum = 30. The maximum number of people that can attend is 30, including the officiant, 
undertaker, and pallbearers.  
Weddings: maximum = 6. Weddings may take place in exceptional circumstances but are restricted to a 
maximum of 6 present – including the priest, bride, and groom. 
Baptisms: maximum = church dependent (20-30). Baptisms (christenings) may take place and are now 
restricted to the maximum number a church can safely hold based on its COVID-19 risk assessment. 
Presently these are Bewcastle – 20; Stapleton – 30; Hethersgill – 20; Kirklinton – 30. These numbers include 
the priest, church staff, parents, godparents and all children. 
Prayer Resources. I have produced a series of 15-20 minute meditative Morning Prayer videos with a Celtic 
flavour that focusses on the life of St Cuthbert.  Please do use these as and when you feel able. They can be 
used on any day. A number of people have come back to me saying they find them ‘calm, peaceful’, and ‘a joy 
to listen to’. They are available on the Bewcastle House of Prayer Website 
(www.bewcastlehouseofprayer.org.uk), where this newsletter can also be viewed or downloaded. 
 
Ready, steady, census  
The decennial census is almost upon us. 
Households throughout Cumbria will soon be asked to take part in the nationwide survey of housing and the 
population. It has been carried out every decade since 1801, with the exception of 1941. 
Information from the digital-first census will help decide how services are planned and funded in your local 
area. This could mean things like doctors’ surgeries, housing or new bus routes. 
Households will receive a letter with a unique access code in the post, allowing them to complete their 
questionnaire online. Paper questionnaires will be available on request. Census day is March 21. 
For more information, visit census.gov.uk. 
 
if anyone is interested in part time work with the census  please look at www.censusjobs.co.uk  
 
Bewcastle Book Swap This is a new facility for our area and you are invited to come and choose a book or 
two to read – then return it and change for another! Our own mini library: Wednesdays 10.30 – noon, 
Roadhead Village Hall – completely free of charge. Returned and donated books will be kept separate for a 
week before being reintroduced. 
 
As the distribution of paper copies of the newsletter is severely restricted at present, we have arranged several 
pick-up points around the Benefice where you can collect a copy from a box. These are:  Kirklinton Church 
porch, Hethersgill Church porch, Stapleton Church, Bewcastle Church, Stapleton Parish Hall Porch, Smithfield 
Garage office, Garry Phillip’s Garage. This Newsletter can also be downloaded from the following sites: 
www.Bewcastle.com/news-events,   www.BewcastleHouseOfPrayer.org.uk/parish-notices 
 
 
Deadline for the April 2021 issue is 1pm on Saturday 20th March to Tricia Coombe, Damhead, Lyneholmeford, 
Roweltown, CA6 6LQ.  016977 48833 or  triciacoombe@damhead.me 
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Spring is here – it’s official: I heard our first song-thrush sing on the morning of Sunday 21st 
February and he hasn’t stopped since! But the song was different to previous years; more fluted, 
with different phrases. In fact, it took me a few seconds to realise it was a song-thrush because his 
tone had more the quality of a nuthatch. So I guess this is a different bird to the normal one in 
whose residence our property is located. Perhaps he’s son-of-song-thrush – that would be a 
Bewcastle trait! Or perhaps he’s from a totally different family, but just taken over a vacated home. 
Perhaps the old bird died. Or perhaps he was ousted by a younger, stronger male, possibly even 
his son, although strangers and competitors to each other by now. 

On the same day, our bees came out for the first time this year, and in strong numbers. It was good 
to know they have survived through the harshest period of winter. Bees, it seems, are so 
vulnerable these days, and the continued existence of a colony is precarious – at least in 
Bewcastle, but I know elsewhere in the benefice other beekeepers take nothing for granted in the 
way they once did. And when we reviewed our wildlife camera from Sunday night there was a 
hedgehog moving slowly, taking a break from its hibernation – another very welcome resident. 

Life around us is awakening. The snowdrops have been out in force, soon the crocuses and 
daffodils will be bursting swathes of bright colour onto the dull palette of the winter landscape. The 
vaccination programme, too, is offering brightness to so many folk who have been struggling with 
lockdown loneliness for such a long time. The prospect of ‘society’ is awakening from a period of 
fallow. As Church, too, we look forward to meeting again, to singing, praising God together, and 
revitalising dry spirits. Recently, in the first week of Lent, we had our own service as a family, 
something we’ve not done for a while. And as we sat together in silence before God, having softly 
sung a Taizé chant and listened to a quiet psalm, I felt my spirit being watered, like dry ground, 
parched and cracked, receiving gentle and forgotten rains. The strange thing was, I hadn’t realised 
how dry I was until that moment. Of course, like many of you, I pray every day, holding you in my 
prayers before God, but this was different. There was something about being with others before 
God that created a different response in my spirit, and engendered a different encounter with God. 
And it was life-giving, refreshing, spirit-drinking. 

Lent is the time of the desert, and we are in the midst of it now. But it does feel like we have 
already been in the desert for the last year, doesn’t it? I think it is safe to say we are all looking 
forward to the time when we re-emerge from this period of exile in our own homes, and re-discover 
the meeting places once again, whether it be at the mart, the pub, the restaurant, the hall, each 
other’s homes, the Church. It will be, in one sense, a resurrection, a coming back to life, but 
probably not as we knew it. Some things will have changed and some will not. None of us will be 
the same person that we were a year ago – all of us have been affected in one way or another. 

That, of course, is the point of Lent. It is a time when we separate ourselves from our ‘normal’ 
activities to allow our spirits to be cleansed from all the clutter we tend to accumulate through life, 
such as the not-so-good habits we get into, or attitudes we know are not helpful to ourselves or 
others, or taking things and people for granted, and so on. For those of us affected by these 
lockdown periods, they have encouraged many of us to reconsider some of these attitudes. It feels 
long enough now. 

For others, this has been an extremely testing period in a different way. Health care workers and 
teachers, in particular, have had extraordinarily heavy burdens to bear. Hospital staff have found 
themselves under enormous stress and emotional pressure at work. And as a governor of our 
church school at Shankhill I have seen first-hand the strain that headteachers have been placed 
under, and the incredible amount of work they and their staff have had to do to allow our children to 
continue their education remotely. Our heartfelt thanks go to both groups, who have given, and 
continue to give, so much to help others. 

So as we approach Easter, and the Day of Resurrection, let us look forward with hope to the new 
life that awaits us. And if you would like to water your own spirit in unexpected ways, your church is 
your home. 

Your friend and priest 

Robert 


