
 

August  2020  ------------- BENEFICE NEWS------------August  2020 
 
For enquiries please contact Revd Dr Robert Brown 

Priest-in-Charge, Bewcastle Stapleton and Kirklinton with Hethersgill 
A: Greenholme, Bewcastle, Cumbria, CA6 6PW 
T: 016977 48438     email: Robert.Brown@BewcastleHouseOfPrayer.org.uk 
 
From the Register: 
Funerals 
John McConchie, 67, Dove Cottage, Roadhead. Bewcastle Cemetery, 26th June 2020 
John George Kennedy, 89, The Crossings Cottage, Roweltown, Carlisle Crematorium, 3rd July 2020 
 

Notices 
 
United Benefice PCC Meeting – 2pm Monday 17th August, Stapleton Hall. As we plan to recommence 
public worship in our churches we need to think about how to do this. Our bishop has also just issued 
guidance requiring us to wear face masks in church during worship. Questions to think about include: 
 

  +  Should we phase services in slowly or start with a rota that keeps going? 

  +  How often should we have services? eg. one/week, one/month? 

  +  Should services be held at a single location to begin with (eg Stapleton) or rotate around the benefice? 

  +  What sort of services should we have - morning/evening prayer or holy communion but in one kind (ie just          

        the bread)? 

  +  Who will undertake the risk assessments and cleaning requirements at each church? 

  +  What happens about collections and parish offers for the rest of this year and for 2021? 

  +  What about fundraising events? 

 
All our churches are in a similar position and facing the same questions, so it makes sense to think these 
things through together. This invitation and notice is therefore for all PCC members throughout the benefice. 
We will maintain social distancing during the meeting, with chairs arranged in a large circle in the main hall, 
and hand sanitiser provided. However, many are still understandably nervous about meeting other people at 
the moment and may feel unable to attend. If that includes you, please let Revd Robert Brown know so I can 
find out your views and bring them to the meeting. 
Churches are now open for individual private prayer (except Hethersgill). However, if you wish to use the 
church, please adhere strictly to distancing rules if you meet anyone else there, and clean your hands before 
and after entering. Please also do not handle any books in church. 
Funerals will continue to be held at the graveside and be restricted in numbers. Presently we are working with 

a maximum of up to 20 family members. Memorial Services can be arranged at a later date so everyone can 
celebrate the life of the deceased. 
Weddings may now also take place, but are restricted in the number of participants. The maximum allowed is 
thirty people including the priest, church warden(s), organist and wedding party. As we are unable to publish 
banns of marriage at the moment, weddings must be conducted by common licence. The wedding couple 
must obtain this some time in the three months prior to the wedding date. Please speak to Revd Robert Brown 
for guidance. 
Baptisms, as with weddings, may now take place with up to 30 people present. As we do not presently have 

any regular Sunday services, these will be held on a Sunday in lieu of Sunday worship. Parents are asked to 
hold their infant throughout the service, including during administration of the water. If you are considering a 
baptism, please speak to Revd Robert Brown. 
Prayer Resources. There is a series of 15-20 minute Morning Prayer videos that I have produced, focussed 
on the life of St Cuthbert, with prayers, a psalm and a reading from St Luke’s Gospel. Please do use these as 
and when you feel able. They are not specific to any particular day, nor do you need to do them on 
consecutive days – just when you find you are able. They are available on the Bewcastle House of Prayer 
Website (www.bewcastlehouseofprayer.org.uk), where this newsletter can also be viewed or downloaded. 
There are also some helpful guides on how to pray, and what morning and evening prayer are actually about, 
on the website. Again, please do have a look at these – you may find them helpful. 
Numerous other sources to help with prayer are available on the CofE website (www.churchofengland.org), 
including audio and live streaming of services. A few are listed here and more can be found by exploring the 
CofE website. The links to these and other useful resources can also be found on the Bewcastle House of 
Prayer website (www.bewcastlehouseofprayer.org.uk), 
Daily Prayer: https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer  
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One of my favourite OT bible stories is the account of General Moses (that formidable Israelite 
leader) leading his troops into battle against their arch enemies the Amalekites.  Moses was not in the 
front line. Instead he supported his troops from a nearby hill. The story goes that whenever he raised his 
arms the Israelites advanced. Whenever he lowered them they lost ground. Realising this his colleagues 
Aaron and Hur placed a large stone on which he could sit, one of them on each side to help support his 
arms.  So they won the day! 

I want to write in this letter about some of those who support us- but often from behind the 
scenes. There are millions of course up front. Everyone from all those civil servants who advise their 
bosses, to those countless wonderful people in the front line who have yet again given so specially of 
their love and care and energy in countless costly ways.  But support can come in every shape and form.  
Take for example all those women and men who have dedicated themselves to the Religious Life of 
prayer and contemplation.  "What a waste," some might say. For others perhaps they are invaluable. 

There's a story about our previous Archbishop of Canterbury (the bearded Rowan Williams) 
paying one of his customary visits to the Anglican Community of Nuns at Fairacres in Oxford.  It had not 
been a good time for the Archbishop and the cares of the world (let alone of the Church) were weighing 
heavily on his shoulders. For a while the Mother Prioress – Sister Jane – just listened. At last she smiled 
and said gently "You don't have to carry the sins of the world. It's all been done. And all of us are here for 
you." This privilege which Jesus taught us of being with God with people on your heart is germane to 
Christian Discipleship.  

 Many years ago, a priest friend who trained with me was sent to a London parish which 
contained one of the big markets. Every morning he would be there in church at 7am to open up, ring the 
bell and say his prayers for all his people. One morning he overslept. Later that day one of the traders 
met him.   "You weren't there for this morning," he said, "and the whole day l felt different." 

 It is precisely this kind of ministry that has come to mean more than anything else in my life as a 
priest. That slot at 7.30 each morning when I can be with God bringing to Him those for whom I have a 
special love and care.  But the pattern is not uniquely priestly – nor indeed need it be expressly thought 
of only in religious terms. Think for example of that unique relationship within family life which often exists 
between parent and child – more specially still perhaps grandparent and grandchild. To say nothing of 
the supportive love and care of so many special friends and neighbours. 

 There's a well-known saying "More things are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of". Yes, 
indeed, and one of the hall marks of our community is that this is true of so many of you. There 
alongside, discreet, loving, prayerful. Sometimes in the front line. Often behind the scenes. One of the 
additional joys too of course is that it is also a ministry which can be exercised by the elderly (like me!), 
the frail or the housebound. That simple prayerful offering in Christ's name of love and support to all 
around  

No community to which I have belonged has understood this so well. So,  from me to so many of 
you, a simple but heartfelt thank you.    
 Bishop John 

-   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
 
Garry Philips will continue to be the pick-up point for prescriptions from the Newcastleton doctors’ surgery  
Steven and Lorraine Phillips deliver milk, papers and other produce locally. Phone 016977 48457 or email 
phillipsmilk1@gmail.com for more details. 
Hallsford Farm Produce are offering a local delivery service of all meat products.  10% off website list 
price.Phone 01228 577329 or contact via Facebook 
 
Stapleton PCC would like to thank John Johnstone for all his hard work over the summer to keep the 
churchyard looking so neat and tidy.  
 
It has been reported that over ten lambs have been killed or maimed by cars on the Askerton estate this year 
and they have asked people to take extra care when driving over the High Park road. 
 
As the distribution of paper copies of the newsletter is severely restricted at present, we have arranged several 
pick-up points around the Benefice where you can collect a copy from a box. These are: 
Kirklinton Church porch, Hethersgill Church porch, Stapleton Church, Bewcastle Church, Stapleton Parish Hall 
Porch, Smithfield Garage office, Garry Phillip’s Garage, and Mary Phillips, 7 Sleetbeck.                                        
This Newsletter can also be downloaded from the following sites:www.Bewcastle.com/news-events 
www.BewcastleHouseOfPrayer.org.uk/parish-notices 

Deadline for the September 2020  issue is 1pm on Saturday 22nd August to Tricia Coombe, Damhead, 
Lyneholmeford, Roweltown, CA6 6LQ.  016977 48833 or  triciacoombe@damhead.me 
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