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For enquiries please contact Revd Dr Robert Brown 

Priest-in-Charge, Bewcastle Stapleton and Kirklinton with Hethersgill 
A: Greenholme, Bewcastle, Cumbria, CA6 6PW 
T: 016977 48438     email: Robert.Brown@BewcastleHouseOfPrayer.org.uk 
 
From the Register: 
Funerals 

Luke Graham, 34, of Solmain Cottage, Walton at  St Mary’s, Walton, 30th May  
Christine Heyhoe, 67, Dove Cottage, Roadhead at  Bewcastle Cemetery, 1st June  
Nora Tweddle, 95, formerly of Westfield House, Solport at St Mary’s,  Stapleton on 4th June  
 
Notices 
Churches are now open for individual private prayer (except Hethersgill). However, if you wish to use the church, 
please adhere strictly to distancing rules if you meet anyone else there, and clean your hands before and after 
entering. Please also do not handle any books in church. 
Funerals will continue to be held at the graveside and be restricted in numbers. Presently we are working with a 
maximum of up to 20 family members. Memorial Services can be arranged at a later date so everyone can 
celebrate the life of the deceased. 
Weddings may now also take place, but are restricted in the number of participants. The maximum is thirty 

people, including the wedding party and priest. 
Baptisms: we are still waiting guidance on when these can resume. 
Prayer Resources. There is a series of 15-20 minute Morning Prayer videos that I have produced, focussed on 
the life of St Cuthbert, who was bishop of this area 1300 years ago, and almost certainly visited the Bewcastle 
monastery, which was based at the old Roman Fort (where the church now is).  Please do use these as and when 
you feel able. They are not specific to any particular day, nor do you need to do them on consecutive days – just 
when you find you are able. They are available on the Bewcastle House of Prayer Website 
(www.bewcastlehouseofprayer.org.uk), where this newsletter can also be viewed or downloaded. 
There are also some helpful guides on how to pray, and what morning and evening prayer are actually about, on 
the website. Again, please do have a look at these – you may find them helpful. 
Numerous other sources to help with prayer are available on the CofE website (www.churchofengland.org), 
including audio and live streaming of services. A few are listed here and more can be found by exploring the CofE 
website. The links to these and other useful resources can also be found on the Bewcastle House of Prayer 
website (www.bewcastlehouseofprayer.org.uk), where this newsletter can also be viewed or downloaded. 
Learning to Pray: https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/learning-pray 
Daily Prayer: https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer 
Prayers for CV outbreak: https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-liturgy-and-
prayer-resources 
 
As the distribution of paper copies of the newsletter is severely restricted at present, we have arranged several 
pick-up points around the Benefice where you can collect a copy from a box. These are: 
Kirklinton Church porch                                       Smithfield Garage office 
Hethersgill Church porch                                      Stapleton Parish Hall porch 
Stapleton Church                                                   Bewcastle Church 
Garry Phillips Garage, Roadhead                         Mary Phillips, 7 Sleetbeck 

This Newsletter can also be downloaded from the following sites:www.Bewcastle.com/news-events 
www.BewcastleHouseOfPrayer.org.uk/parish-notices 
 
 
The attached leaflet produced by BAAG has the telephone numbers for the Brampton Covid-19 helpdesk and 
SHINE as well as other numbers for organizations giving support to residents of the local area. 
 
Garry Philips will continue to be the pick-up point for prescriptions from the Newcastleton doctors’ surgery  
Steven and Lorraine Phillips deliver milk, papers and other produce locally. Phone 016977 48457 or email 
phillipsmilk1@gmail.com for more details. 
Hallsford Farm Produce are offering a local delivery service of all meat products.  10% off website list price. 
Phone 01228 577329 or contact via Facebook 
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Dear Friends, 

Primark is open but the churches aren’t! I’m sure the irony is not lost on anyone. I guess it’s a symbol of 
what’s deemed important these days. People are now allowed to use churches for private prayer, 
although we have always kept three of ours open as places of stillness and refuge throughout the 
lockdown for anyone who tried the door. There seems to be something desperately wrong, to me, if a 
church has to lock its doors to people in a rural area like ours. As Bishop John said last month, our 
buildings are there for everyone – houses steeped in the prayer of our forebears who have gone before 
us – parents, grandparents, relatives, ancestors, strangers, brothers and sisters in Christ that we hope 
one day to meet in person. 

But we still aren’t allowed to gather for worship yet. Perhaps this will change in the next month. When it 
does it will almost certainly be on a restricted basis. And I know that many of you still feel vulnerable and 
are understandably nervous about coming into any shared space with others, even at a distance. I want 
to reassure you that we will keep social distancing when we do re-open for worship. We will also be 
providing hand-sanitiser for use before and after the service. 

For many people, this time of lockdown has been very difficult, particularly for those who live alone and 
have been self-isolating. For others, especially farmers, life has just carried on pretty much as normal, 
not least because the start of lockdown coincided with the beginning of lambing, and the weather has 
been so kind (apart from the lack of rain holding back the grass, of course!). One extraordinary thing 
about our communities is that everyone knows, and looks out for, their neighbours – something missing 
in many cities. 

When the time comes, it may be that many of you will want to give thanks for having come through 
safely, and to remember before God those who haven’t, and to do this together. That word, ‘together’, is 
one that has been absent from our daily lives now for so many months. Doing this together is what 
makes us a community. So let’s think about coming back to gather together to sing and to pray, to listen 
and to give thanks when our churches reopen. 

As many of you will know we support, both financially and in prayer, a link missionary family working to 
stop human trafficking in northern India. It is now 10 years this summer that we first met Kylie and started 
supporting her – right at the commencement of her work. I want to share with you an extract from their 
latest newsletter as they reflect on the last ten years: 

“Human trafficking exposes some of the worst of human behaviours. How is it possible that someone can 
rape another person and beat them into submission (it’s called breaking) for months until they finally 
relent (are broken) and are willing to do whatever evil is required of them? The current state we work in is 
the source, corridor, transit and destination for human trafficking. The red-light area is increasingly 
pushed to greater and greater evils as the porn industry grows and becomes mainstream. People 
demand increasingly evil things because of what they have seen in a porn film. Meanwhile a little child 
may be sitting in the room playing on the floor while the mother works. A disgusting reality. Our Heavenly 
Father’s heart must break each and every time. The longer we are in this work, the clearer it is that these 
activities are all linked to the highest levels of society. We need to pray for those in high positions to 
repent and submit to Jesus. Our hope is to encourage you to not give up praying and hoping that Jesus 
will end human trafficking once and for all.” 

The coronavirus pandemic has not stopped any of this from happening. In fact it has made it much 
worse. The main reasons are that attention shifts away from the plight of the socially vulnerable, families 
focus on their own safety so that community strength becomes weakened, economic desperation 
increases due to income reduction, and support structures collapse due to restrictions on meeting and 
movement. So we continue to support this family in their struggle to help the most vulnerable, in prayer 
and financially, because we know them and we care. If you would like more details, please get in touch 
with me. 

With my love and prayers 

,Rev’d Robert  Brown 
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Parish co-ordinators      Kirklinton with Hethersgill    Alison Gash   01228 675562 
                                         Bewcastle                            Maddy Prior 016977 48642 
                                         Stapleton                             Tricia Coombe 016977 48833 

Please call if you need practical assistance collecting prescriptions, shopping or in any other way, or if you 
know of someone who needs help.   Alternatively, if you are in a position to offer some form of help, please 
give your local co-ordinator a call. 

 

Hospice at Home 

 Covid -19 has brought challenges and anxieties to everyone and every home in our community. For those 
with a life limiting illness and their family the fear of increasing ill health during the Covid -19 pandemic 
presents a greater challenge. 
Many patients have been separated from their families increasing their isolation and anxiety at time when they 
so desperately need love and closeness of their family. 
Since the pandemic began the Clinical Team, supported by Occupational Therapy and Family Support Team, 
have continued to provide quality nursing care and support to patients and their families. 
Local businesses, groups and individuals have generously helped to supply gloves, aprons, hand gel and 
masks, which has ensured the team have had and will have going forward, appropriate PPE. 
We would just like to express our gratitude and thanks to the clinical team at Hospice at Home who have 
tackled the challenges of delivering palliative care during Covid -19 with amazingly good spirit and 
professionalism. 
 For further information.  www.hospiceathome.co.uk  01768210719 

Sally Nelson & Moira Fisher 

 

The Stapleton & Solport Flower and Industrial Show on Saturday 5th September has been cancelled.  

The Committee are very sorry to have had to make this decision, but look forward to a bumper crop of entries 
next year. 

 

Claiming Dates 

Friday 25th September  Stapleton PCC Harvest Supper 
Sunday 27th September Harvest Lunch in Hethersgill Parish Hall following on from Harvest Service  
Saturday 5th December Kirklinton with Hethersgill PCC Christmas Fair in Hethersgill Parish Hall 

                         

Thank you very much to all the people who have so generously donated for the costs of the newsletter. 
Donations (please make cheques to Bewcastle & Stapleton Newsletter) can be made direct to your distributor 
or sent to Tricia Coombe at Damhead, Roweltown, CA6 6LQ 016977 48833.  Many thanks to all who 
contributed to the newsletter.    

 

Parish Safeguarding Officers: Bewcastle    Keith Thomas, Murray Holme, 016977 48157 
                                                    Stapleton     Tricia Coombe, Damhead, 016977 48833 
                                                    Kirklinton & Hethersgill  Margaret Story, Newbiggin Farm, 01228 675652 
 
 
 

Deadline for the August  2020  issue is 1pm on Saturday 18th July to Tricia Coombe, Damhead, 
Lyneholmeford, Roweltown, CA6 6LQ.  016977 48833 or  triciacoombe@damhead.me  
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