
 

June 2020  ------------- BENEFICE NEWS------------June 2020 
 
For enquiries please contact Revd Dr Robert Brown 

Priest-in-Charge, Bewcastle Stapleton and Kirklinton with Hethersgill 
A: Greenholme, Bewcastle, Cumbria, CA6 6PW 
T: 016977 48438     email: Robert.Brown@BewcastleHouseOfPrayer.org.uk 
 
There is a short Morning Prayer service from Greenholme  held each morning which can be viewed on the 
link below.  http://www.bewcastlehouseofprayer.org.uk/ 
 
On Easter Morning we trialled a live-stream service of Holy Communion from Greenholme using Zoom 
that seemed to work reasonably well. We are now working towards live-streaming Sunday morning 
services online for those who are able to join in, and also possibly some 10-minute midweek morning 
prayers. Note that you do NOT need to download any software to join in using Zoom, or sign-up or sign-in 
to any online service - it simply involves clicking on a link on your computer, tablet, or smart-phone in a 
web-browser (such as Firefox, Chrome, Internet Explorer etc). I am well aware that a large number in our 
congregations do not have access to modern technology, and so will be unable to participate in a live 
service in this way. However, hopefully you will still be able to join us in prayer at the same time. Please 
sign up to the mailing list on the Bewcastle House of Prayer website to receive notification of when these 
will take place and providing the link enabling you to join us. 
 
Sunday services in churches continue to be suspended. 
Funerals can still take place, but these will be held at the graveside and have to be restricted to family members 

only. Memorial Services can be arranged at a later date so everyone can celebrate the life of the deceased. 
Weddings and Baptisms are all cancelled until further notice. 
 
Prayer Resources. Numerous sources to help with prayer are available on the Bewcastle House of Prayer 

website (http://www.bewcastlehouseofprayer.org.uk/prayer-resources/), where this newsletter can also be viewed 
or downloaded. 
Learning to Pray: http://www.bewcastlehouseofprayer.org.uk/prayer/ 
Daily Prayer: https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer 
Prayers for CV outbreak: https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-liturgy-and-
prayer-resources 
Prayer Books: If anyone would like a copy of the Book of Common Prayer to help them with daily prayer at this 
time, please get in touch with me either by telephone or email. 

Annual Parochial Church and PCC Meetings are postponed for the time being. Notice will be given once they 
are rescheduled. 

Parish co-ordinators      Kirklinton with Hethersgill    Alison Gash   01228 675562 
                                         Bewcastle                            Maddy Prior 016977 48642 
                                         Stapleton                             Tricia Coombe 016977 48833 
 
Please call if you need practical assistance collecting prescriptions, shopping or in any other way, or if you know 
of someone who needs help.   Alternatively, if you are in a position to offer some form of help, please give your 
local co-ordinator a call. 

Garry Philips will continue to be the pick-up point for prescriptions from the Newcastleton doctors’ surgery  
Steven and Lorraine Phillips deliver milk, papers and other produce locally. Phone 016977 48457 or email 
phillipsmilk1@gmail.com for more details. 
Hallsford Farm Produce are offering a local delivery service of all meat products.  10% off website list price. 
Phone 01228 577329 or contact via Facebook 
 
As the distribution of paper copies of the newsletter is severely restricted at present, we have arranged several 
pick-up points around the Benefice where you can collect a copy from a box. These are: 
Kirklinton Church porch                                       Smithfield Garage office 
Hethersgill Church porch                                      Stapleton Parish Hall porch 
Stapleton Church                                                   Bewcastle Church 
Garry Phillips Garage, Roadhead                         Mary Phillips, 7 Sleetbeck 

This Newsletter can also be downloaded from the following sites: 
www.Bewcastle.com/news-events 
www.BewcastleHouseOfPrayer.org.uk/parish-notices 
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June  2020----------BENEFICE NEWS-----------June  2020 

 

66 days!  That's all it takes, the experts say, to make or break a habit. 

Well!  Given the events of the last few months, and for the first time in 2000 years maybe, that could 
be Sunday Worship down the tube!  "Thank Heavens!" Some will say. "An honourable let out!"  
Others perhaps. " Well -it won't make much difference. Only a handful go in any case!" 

In this letter I want to share two thoughts. First about those Church Buildings in which we meet to 
worship.  Second to say why Communal Worship means so much to me. 

We all know that when we talk about the Church, for the most part we are not talking about 
buildings. We are talking about the People of God - worldwide. Buildings are of secondary 
importance.   And yet!  There's always an "And Yet "! 

All down the years those same buildings have often become precious beyond words. Visible 
reminders that in every city, town or village God is there/here with His people.  From the very 
beginning people have met within them to pray and to praise.  More than that. They are places, 
where traditionally, people have marked and celebrated great events of family life. A Wedding. A 
Christening.  A Funeral - reminders that say   "From God we come, with God we travel, and to God 
one day we shall return." 

Churches have been made specially special not just by regular punters but by the constant stream 
of passers by who welcome the chance to find within them peace, inspiration, guidance, forgiveness 
strength ".   Churches say "There is more to life than you can see.  Turn aside.  Come in and meet 
God. Whoever you are, you are dearly loved. Take off your hat and worship "   I should be sad 
indeed if any of our own 4 churches were closed or sold as carpet shops.  They are an integral part 
of our common heritage. 

 And what of those who use them- whether regular " God Botherers " or less frequent passers by?  
What matters it seems to me is to remember that by the phrase   "People of God " we mean that All - 
Inclusive Family where all belong and all are welcome. 

A Family within which in good or less good times, every woman, man or child may find 
encouragement to follow the way given to us in Jesus, and to receive His help to become the people 
He made us to be.   A club we may be - but not an exclusive club.   For the Church - as I am forever 
saying -   is a family where all belong regardless of who we are, whatever we've done or failed to, 
whatever we believe or can’t. 

 Nor (incidentally) does belonging make us any "better” or "wiser " than others who feel that the 
Church is just not for them.  During my life time I have met scores of people who have no faith but 
who genuinely I believe are much better and wiser than I. 

And worship?  Well for me, worship is a celebration of just that.  Our belonging to God and to each 
other. An opportunity for us, together, to listen to His Word and receive His Strength and Blessing to 
make the best of this little life He has given us to lead. 

For me this vision of battling on together (as perhaps in a rugby maul) means just everything, and I 
pray that these last 66 days will not see the end of it.  For Churches in general, and Communal 
Worship in particular are like windows through which the Love and Inspiration of God can stream.   
Places where all who meet within them can be helped to share His Love and Inspiration within a 
broken and bewildered world in whatever poor way may be ours. 

So when at last we are allowed to re - open our Buildings and to gather in worship again, I hope 
some doughty soul will ring each of the single bells with which each our Churches is blessed in 
DOUBLE Time as if to say.       " We are back in business. Here you will find Blessings beyond 
measure.   Come and see! " 

With my love and prayers.        + John 



 

 

      June 2020 -----------NEWS AND THANKS ---------- June   2020 
 
Most of the events and activities  below are postponed or cancelled until further notice.   
 
Bewcastle Scout Group is open to boys and girls aged 6 - 14 years old. Meets every Tuesday during term-
time in Roadhead Hall 6.15 - 7.45pm. details from Simon (01228-675717) or Tony (Scouts 016977-48007), 
David (Cubs 07935-172942) and Alex (Beavers 01228-675717). 
Shankhill C of E School Nursery education for children, free for children aged 3 plus Mon-Fri 9-12 noon with 

option to stay for lunch &play until 1pm 01228 577264 office@shankhill.cumbria.sch.uk. 
Shankhill Parent & Toddler Group every Wed 1:30 – 3:30pm during term time. 01228 577264 

Shankhill Community Lunches every other Wednesday for a fresh, home cooked 2 course meal with coffee or 
tea for £5.00. See website or ring school.  Bookings by 12 noon on day before. 
Shankhill PTA collects printer cartridges. leave donations at School during term time or phone 01228 577264  
Bewcastle School nursery education for children, free for children 3 upwards. Mon-Fri 9am- 12, option to 

stay for lunch till 1pm, for more details call 016977 48662 or email, admin@bewcastle.cumbria.sch.uk,   
School website page www.bewcastle.cumbria.sch.uk, 
Bewcastle Parish Council now has a website.  www.bewcastleparishcouncil.org.uk. 
Stapleton Public Hall has a facebook page to keep everyone updated on all the events at the hall. If anyone 

would like  to advertise their event held at the Hall contact Jenny therileys1993@gmail.com  or 01228 675713. 
Stapleton Carpet Bowling every Thursday in Stapleton Public Hall at 8 pm.  New members welcome 
Reiver Arts  every Tuesday from  2-4pm.  Please ring Barbara Smith on 016977 48833 to find out where it will 
be held.  
Stapleton Knit & Natter Group meet on Tuesdays at 7 pm at Stapleton Hall. Carol 01228 675534 
Post Offices:  Roadhead Hall, Wed  9.30 - 11.30am        Stapleton Hall,  Wed 12.15 – 2 pm  
                        Hethersgill Hall Wed 10.45 - 11 am           Smithfield         Wed  11.10 – 11.30 am  
Voluntary Social Car Scheme provides transport to members of the community of any age.  Passengers pay 

45p for each mile travelled (25p after 20 miles). If 2 people or more travel then the fare is shared between 
them. Contact Freddie Nixon 016977 48241 (Roadhead) or Pat Nixon 016977 45414 (Walton) 
Hethersgill Social Committee needs your views! The social committee members are very keen to hear from 
local people about events that they would like to see or any changes to the current ones that we host. We are 
open to anyone’s ideas so please do let us know. Also if you would like to be involved in the social committee 
do get in touch. Please contact Marti Irving on martiirvng1@gmail.com    or 01228 675786 or call Christine 
Faulder on 01228 675690 
Hethersgill Parish Council has decided to postpone the scheduled launch of its New Householder pack.  We 

will circulate the new date as soon as possible. 
 

Hospice at Home 
  
Covid -19 has brought challenges and anxieties to everyone and every home in our community. For those 
with a life limiting illness and their family the fear of increasing ill health during the Covid -19 pandemic 
presents a greater challenge. 
Many patients have been separated from their families increasing their isolation and anxiety at time when 
they so desperately need love and closeness of their family. 
Since the pandemic began the Clinical Team, supported by Occupational Therapy and Family Support 
Team, have continued to provide quality nursing care and support to patients and their families. 
Local businesses, groups and individuals have generously helped to supply gloves, aprons, hand gel and 
masks, which has ensured the team have had and will have going forward, appropriate PPE. 
We would just like to express our gratitude and thanks to the clinical team at Hospice at Home who have 
tackled the challenges of delivering palliative care during Covid -19 with amazingly good spirit and 
professionalism. 
  
For further information. 
www.hospiceathome.co.uk 
01768210719 
Sally Nelson & Moira Fisher 
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June  2020 ------------- EVENTS   ---------- June 2020 

 
During the coronavirus outbreak events are likely to be postponed or cancelled at short notice.  
Please contact the organiser for confirmation. 
 
The following are cancelled till further notice: 
 
Hethersgill Walking Group walks  
Saturday dances at Stapleton Public Hall and Hethersgill Parish Hall  
Bewcastle Heritage Society meetings  
Kirklinton with Hethersgill PCC Table top sale 
Scaleby & District Flower club meetings 
WI meetings for Kirklinton and Stapleton 
Stapleton Knit and Knatter 
Reivers Arts 
Scouts 
 
The Stapleton & Solport Flower and Industrial Show on Saturday 5th September has been cancelled.   
The Committee are very sorry to have had to make this decision, but look forward to a bumper crop of 
entries next year. 
 
 
 
 
Claiming Dates 
Friday 25th September  Stapleton PCC Harvest Supper 
Sunday 27th September Harvest Lunch in Hethersgill Parish Hall following on from Harvest Service  
Saturday 5th December Kirklinton with Hethersgill PCC Christmas Fair in Hethersgill Parish Hall 
 
 
 

 WI Meetings 
                        

Kirklinton WI    

Stapleton WI    

 
 
 
Deadline for the July   2020  issue is 1pm on Saturday 20th June to Tricia Coombe, Damhead, 
Lyneholmeford, Roweltown, CA6 6LQ.  016977 48833 triciacoombe@damhead.me 

 
Parish Newsletters can be viewed or downloaded from www.bewcastlehouseofprayer.org.uk/parish-notices/ 
 
 
Thank you very much to all the people who have so generously donated for the costs of the newsletter. Donations 
(please make cheques to Bewcastle & Stapleton Newsletter) can be made direct to your distributor or  sent to 
Tricia Coombe at Damhead, Roweltown, CA6 6LQ 016977 48833.  Many thanks to all who contributed to the 
newsletter .    
 
Parish Safeguarding Officers: Bewcastle    Keith Thomas, Murray Holme, 016977 48157 
                                                    Stapleton     Tricia Coombe, Damhead, 016977 48833 
                                                    Kirklinton & Hethersgill  Margaret Story, Newbiggin Farm, 01228 675652 
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