
 

April 2020  ------------- BENEFICE NEWS------------April 2020 
 

 

Sunday 12th April 6 am    Easter Service round the Bewcastle Cross.  The service will take place 

outdoors around the Bewcastle Cross.  There will be no refreshments after the service.  This will be the 
only service on Easter Day. 
All other services during April have been cancelled. 
 
For enquiries please contact Revd Dr Robert Brown 

Priest-in-Charge, Bewcastle Stapleton and Kirklinton with Hethersgill 
A: Greenholme, Bewcastle, Cumbria, CA6 6PW 
T: 016977 48438     email: Robert.Brown@bewcastlehouseofprayer.org.uk 
 
 
Parish Safeguarding Officers: Bewcastle    Keith Thomas, Murray Holme, 016977 48157 

                                                    Stapleton     Tricia Coombe, Damhead, 016977 48833 
                                                    Kirklinton & Hethersgill  Margaret Story, Newbiggin Farm, 01228 675652 
 
 
                                                                     Notices 
 
On 17th March the Archbishops of Canterbury and York announced the suspension of all acts of public 
worship until further notice. This means there will be NO SUNDAY SERVICES in any Anglican church in the 

country until the situation improves. 
Funerals can still take place, but these will be held at the graveside and have to be restricted to family members 

only. Memorial Services can be arranged at a later date so everyone can celebrate the life of the deceased. 
Weddings may also take place, but are severely restricted in the number of participants. The recommended 

maximum is five people – the bride and groom, the priest, and two witnesses. 
Baptisms can be done on an emergency basis, again with just parents and up to three godparents present. 
Churches will remain open for people to use as safe spaces to pray so long as free movement outside is still 
allowed. Please do feel free to make use of them – they are your holy spaces, steeped in prayer and set aside as 
somewhere to help you encounter the living God, who accepts you, and loves you more than you can know. 
Prayer Resources. Numerous sources to help with prayer are available on the CofE website 

(www.churchofengland.org), including audio and live streaming of services. A few are listed here and more can be 
found by exploring the CofE website. The links to these and other useful resources can also be found on the 
Bewcastle House of Prayer website (www.bewcastlehouseofprayer.org.uk), where this newsletter can also be 
viewed or downloaded. 
Learning to Pray: https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/learning-pray 
Daily Prayer: https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer 
Prayers for CV outbreak: https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-liturgy-and-
prayer-resources 
Prayer Books: If anyone would like a copy of the Book of Common Prayer to help them with daily prayer at this 
time, please get in touch with me either by telephone or email. 
Annual Parochial Church and PCC Meetings are postponed for the time being. Notice will be given once they 
are rescheduled. 
Easter Morning. Although acts of public worship are suspended, I will be celebrating the Resurrection of Our Lord 
outdoors, around the Bewcastle Cross as usual, at 6am on Sunday 12th April. If you would like to join me, you 

are most welcome. Unfortunately, there will not be any refreshments on this occasion. There are no other services 
in the benefice on Easter Day. 
 
Parish co-ordinators      Kirklinton with Hethersgill    Alison Gash   01228 675562 

                                         Bewcastle                            Maddy Prior 016977 48642 
                                         Stapleton                             Tricia Coombe 016977 48833 
 
 Please call if you need practical assistance collecting prescriptions, shopping or in any other way, or if you know 
of someone who needs help.   Alternatively, if you are in a position to offer some form of help, please give your 
local co-ordinator a call. 
Garry Philips will continue to be the pick-up point for prescriptions from the Newcastleton doctors’ surgery as 
normal 
Steven and Lorraine Phillips deliver milk, papers and other produce locally. Phone 016977 48457 or email 
phillipsmilk1@gmail.com for more details. 
Hallsford Farm Produce are offering a local delivery service of all meat products.  10% of website list price. 
Phone 01228 577329 or contact via Facebook 
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Dear Friends, 

Spring is breaking through after the long, damp winter. We have experienced the wettest 
February on record (we recorded three months’ worth of rain, 244.5mm, at Greenholme). But 
now the daffodils are out, buds on the trees are beginning to burst, the male chaffinches are 
dressed in their outrageous pinks and blues, lambing time is upon us, and the Day of 
Resurrection is here. The world continues to turn. 

And the world will keep on turning. The natural world around us knows nothing of our ‘self-
isolation’ or ‘social distancing’. Despite the multiplicity of viruses that exist and have devastating 
effects on other parts of the natural world, it remains oblivious to the spread of this coronavirus 
and its potential impacts on us. It is just humans that are affected and worried by this virus; us 
human beings that have mastered so much medicine and technology, developed weapons of 
mass destruction, built a society on a global marketing system, manipulated and transformed 
the natural environment to our own ends such that catastrophic climate change and species 
extinction is already happening. 

And for all this, a simple, single virus is wreaking havoc through the entire human civilisation in 
the space of a few months. The global markets are in meltdown. The health systems of the 
developed nations are creaking. Businesses are losing vast amounts of trade, many are going 
bankrupt, and thousands of people are losing their jobs with no immediate prospect of finding 
another. We pray the situation doesn’t worsen to the point of collapse – we know it doesn’t take 
much for civil behaviour to be abandoned. Nevertheless, for the majority, the illness is mild to 
moderate, so the most important thing we can do is protect the vulnerable – the older folk in our 
community, and those with compromised immune systems or respiratory function among others. 

In the meantime, there is no escaping the social and economic effects of our enforced isolation 
on individuals and our community. Although most famers will be exhausted with lambing, we are 
all still worried both for ourselves and our vulnerable loved ones. Those who are lonely may well 
feel even more isolated, and who knows how any of us will cope if we have to remain under 
these conditions for months. 

As a church, we are trying to find ways of supporting our communities. One such initiative is to 
offer a central telephone number for each parish for people to call who need some form of 
practical assistance (see notices above). That may be some shopping, collecting prescriptions, 
posting a parcel, or it may be someone to talk to. If you have a need, or know someone else 
who does, please get in touch. Alternatively, you may be in a position to offer some form of help, 
in which case, please give us a call so we can coordinate a response and build up a team of 
people who can be called upon. If you have other ideas how we can help, please let us know. 
We will try to coordinate with others offering help. 

We are also offering to pray for folk in our community. Many of our church members pray every 
day for those in their communities. If you would like us to pray for you or someone you know, 
please give me a call. If you wish to speak in confidence, rest assured it will go no further than 
my prayers. Or if you are happy for others to pray for you, again, please call one of the numbers 
below. 

For those who would like to pray, but feel they don’t know how, or would like some guidance or 
resources, again, please contact me. Or if you are comfortable using computers and prefer to 
do so, you could use the Church of England’s daily prayers, or prayers written specifically for 
our current situation. Some of these are listed in the notices, below. 

Above all, remember this is God’s world, not ours, and this is the month of Resurrection – 
Easter. The point of the Cross is that God takes our pain and suffering into himself, dies, and 
overcomes death to offer us the hope of New Life. This is our hope, grounded in his love for us, 
which cannot be undone by a virus or anything else – so we are invited to rest in the hollow of 
his hands… 

With my love and prayers, 

Revd Robert Brown 



      April  2020 -----------NEWS AND THANKS ---------- April   2020 
 
Most of the events and activities  below are postponed or cancelled until further notice.   
 
Bewcastle Scout Group is open to boys and girls aged 6 - 14 years old. Meets every Tuesday during term-
time in Roadhead Hall 6.15 - 7.45pm. details from Simon (01228-675717) or Tony (Scouts 016977-48007), 
David (Cubs 07935-172942) and Alex (Beavers 01228-675717). 
Shankhill C of E School Nursery education for children, free for children aged 3 plus Mon-Fri 9-12 noon with 

option to stay for lunch &play until 1pm 01228 577264 office@shankhill.cumbria.sch.uk. 
Shankhill Parent & Toddler Group every Wed 1:30 – 3:30pm during term time. 01228 577264 

Shankhill Community Lunches every other Wednesday for a fresh, home cooked 2 course meal with coffee or 
tea for £5.00. See website or ring school.  Bookings by 12 noon on day before. 
Shankhill PTA collects printer cartridges. leave donations at School during term time or phone 01228 577264  
Bewcastle School nursery education for children, free for children 3 upwards. Mon-Fri 9am- 12, option to 

stay for lunch till 1pm, for more details call 016977 48662 or email, admin@bewcastle.cumbria.sch.uk,   
School website page www.bewcastle.cumbria.sch.uk, 
Bewcastle Parish Council now has a website.  www.bewcastleparishcouncil.org.uk. 
Stapleton Public Hall has a facebook page to keep everyone updated on all the events at the hall. If anyone 

would like  to advertise their event held at the Hall contact Jenny therileys1993@gmail.com  or 01228 675713. 
Stapleton Carpet Bowling every Thursday in Stapleton Public Hall at 8 pm.  New members welcome 
Reiver Arts  every Tuesday from  2-4pm.  Please ring Barbara Smith on 016977 48833 to find out where it will 
be held.  
Stapleton Knit & Natter Group meet on Tuesdays at 7 pm at Stapleton Hall. Carol 01228 675534 
Post Offices:  Roadhead Hall, Wed  9.30 - 11.30am        Stapleton Hall,  Wed 12.15 – 2 pm  
                        Hethersgill Hall Wed 10.45 - 11 am           Smithfield         Wed  11.10 – 11.30 am  
Voluntary Social Car Scheme provides transport to members of the community of any age.  Passengers pay 

45p for each mile travelled (25p after 20 miles). If 2 people or more travel then the fare is shared between 
them. Contact Freddie Nixon 016977 48241 (Roadhead) or Pat Nixon 016977 45414 (Walton) 
Hethersgill Social Committee needs your views! The social committee members are very keen to hear from 
local people about events that they would like to see or any changes to the current ones that we host. We are 
open to anyone’s ideas so please do let us know. Also if you would like to be involved in the social committee 
do get in touch. Please contact Marti Irving on martiirvng1@gmail.com    or 01228 675786 or call Christine 
Faulder on 01228 675690 
Hethersgill Parish Council has decided to postpone the scheduled launch of its New Householder pack.  We 

will circulate the new date as soon as possible. 
Refill Station at Trough Head. .  Every Thursday morning from 9-11 am.  

Take your existing plastic bottles  to be refilled with laundry liquid, softener, dishwashing liquid, cleaning 
vinegar, hand soap, all purpose cleaner and cream cleaner. It is all manufactured here in Britain and all the 
containers are returned to them for cleaning and reuse. Please call Pippa for more details.  01228 577840  
Kinkry Hill Charity Now here’s a thing! There is a charity called the Kinkry Hill charity that gives cash awards 

to people living in the Bewcastle parish who want to do some training, go on a course or need help to buy 
learning materials –anything that helps them achieve a new skill or get a certificate or even a degree and yet 
no-one has applied in the last three years. Notices have been put in the benefice newsletter each year. So 
here goes again…. 
 Applying is easy – you write a letter to the church outlining what you want to do, saying briefly why it will help 
you, adding in what it will cost and how much help you’d like. We have offered grants from as little as £10 to 
several hundred in the past. 
 For example, if you are going on a course of any kind and any length, a residential, going to college, wanting 
to get a certificate or a qualification that will improve your chances of getting a job (or complying with new 
legislation that affects your current job) you could apply for a cash contribution. You could ask for cash to buy 
materials or equipment needed for your course. 
We will even consider applications from people who are organising activities that fit the learning theme. It’s 
easy; draft your letter and send it to Kinkry Hill, Bewcastle Church, c/o High Grains, Bewcastle, CA6 6PT or 
email it to info@bewcastle.com 
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April   2020 ------------- EVENTS   ---------- April  2020 

 
During the coronavirus outbreak events are likely to be postponed or cancelled at short notice.  
Please contact the organiser for confirmation. 
 
The following are cancelled till further notice: 
 
Hethersgill Walking Group walks  
Saturday dances at Stapleton Public Hall and Hethersgill Parish Hall  
Bewcastle Heritage Society meetings  
Kirklinton with Hethersgill PCC Table top sale 
Scaleby & District Flower club meetings 
WI meetings for Kirklinton and Stapleton 
Stapleton Knit and Knatter 
Reivers Arts 
Scouts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Claiming Dates 
Friday 22nd May Stapleton PCC Spring Fair  
29-31 May Country Fest at Roadhead Hall.  Details from Barbara Smith 016977 48212 
Friday 5th June Kirklinton with Hethersgill PCC Summer Fair to be held at Kirklinton Hall. 
Saturday 5th September  Stapleton & Solport Flower & Industrial Show 
Friday 25th September  Stapleton PCC Harvest Supper 
Sunday 27th September Harvest Lunch in Hethersgill Parish Hall following on from Harvest Service  
Saturday 5th December Kirklinton with Hethersgill PCC Christmas Fair in Hethersgill Parish Hall 
 
 
 

 WI Meetings 
                        

Kirklinton WI    

Stapleton WI    

 
 
 
Deadline for the May   2020  issue is 1pm on Saturday 18th April  to Tricia Coombe, Damhead, 
Lyneholmeford, Roweltown, CA6 6LQ.  016977 48833 triciacoombe@damhead.me 

 
Parish Newsletters can be viewed or downloaded from www.bewcastlehouseofprayer.org.uk/parish-notices/ 
 
 
Thank you very much to all the people who have so generously donated for the costs of the newsletter. Donations 
(please make cheques to Bewcastle & Stapleton Newsletter) can be made direct to your distributor or  sent to 
Tricia Coombe at Damhead, Roweltown, CA6 6LQ 016977 48833.  Many thanks to all who contributed to the 
newsletter .    
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