
 

January 2020  ------------- BENEFICE NEWS------------January 2020 
 

 

    Hethersgill  Kirklinton  Stapleton  Bewcastle  

Epiphany 5th Jan   10 am HC RB   6 pm EP RB 

Baptism of 
Christ 

12th Jan 10 am MP DD   10 am HC RB   

Epiphany 2 19th Jan   10 am MP +JR   10 am HC RB 

Epiphany 3 26th Jan 10.30 am United Service at St Mary’s, Hethersgill RB 

Candlemas 2nd Feb   10 am HC RB 10 am MP DD   

 
Rt.Revd John Richardson - +JR             Revd Rob Brown- RB            Dick Davidson – DD 
Rt Revd Peter Ramsden - +PR               Revd Stephen Collis - SC 
  
For enquiries please contact Revd Dr Robert Brown 
Priest-in-Charge, Bewcastle Stapleton and Kirklinton with Hethersgill 
A: Greenholme, Bewcastle, Cumbria, CA6 6PW 
T: 016977 48438     email: Rob@BewcastleHouseOfPrayer.org.uk 
 
Knowe  United Reformed Church, Bewcastle                      Russelgate 
Service on first Sunday of the month 1.45                                Service every Sunday at 7 pm  
 
Parish Safeguarding Officers: 

Bewcastle    Keith Thomas, Murray Holme, 016977 48157 
Stapleton     Tricia Coombe, Damhead, 016977 48833 
Kirklinton & Hethersgill  Margaret Story, Newbiggin Farm, 01228 675652 
 
From the Registers 
Funerals 
 
Gordon Robert Snaith, aged 74, formerly of Moss Edge at Carlisle Crematorium on 14th October  
William Hinds, aged 93, of Lees Hill at St Cuthbert’s, Bewcastle on 4th December 
Noeline Elizabeth Irving, aged 94 of Esk Dale, Longtown at St Cuthbert’s, Bewcastle on 25th November 
Irene Margaret Armstrong, aged 71, formerly of Yules Croft, Easton; St Marys Stapleton, 10th December  
 
Wednesday 15th January, 7.30 pm,  Bewcastle PCC Meeting at  Kilnstown 
 
Friday 24th January, 7.30-10pm, Folk evening at Stapleton Hall. Join us for another evening of song, 
story, and tunes. Bring an instrument, a poem, a story, or just yourself, and some food for a bring-and-
share supper. Young and old and all in between are welcome! There is no charge, but contributions 
towards hall hire gratefully received. 
 
 

Sunday 26th January 9 am -1 pm  Kirklinton with Hethersgill PCC The Big Breakfast in Hethersgill 

Hall. Admission £6 adults and £3 under 12’s.  Tickets from any PCC member.  Everyone is welcome. 
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January 2020----------BENEFICE NEWS----------- January 2020 

 

     The day which I elected to write the newsletter for January 2020 is now upon us.   
The 12th December,  otherwise known as Election Day, is an occasion which has been 
earmarked by politicians and pundits as an event of the greatest  magnitude and 
importance in modern times and  worthy of receiving our fullest attention.  As a Poll 
Clerk I am expected to be impartial and polite to voters, maintaining harmony and 
obeying the directions of the Presiding Officer. 

I thought I would look up in Parson Hope of Stapleton’s scribbling diary the entry for 
Saturday the first of January 1853 which was an election day.  Sir James Graham was 
elected again for Carlisle, the opposition being a radical with the name of Sturgeon.  
That election morning was dark with strong West wind and frequent rain throughout the 
day.  The following day was, in his words, a tremendously wet Sunday;  Jane of the 
Fell End broke her leg on her way to Church, and there were only about fifty there 
anyway. 

     In Roman mythology, Janus was  the god who gave his name to all beginnings and 
he gave January its name.  Doors and gates were considered to be under his special 
care and in ancient sculptures and carvings he is depicted as being two-faced;  one at 
the front and the  other at the back of his head so that he might be able to look both 
ways at once – a useful ability for a gate keeper.  The ancient Romans thought of him 
as opening the door of the year to let old days out and the new times in.  So we get our 
word Janitor or doorkeeper from the name of Janus. 

     This will be the month when many of us consider starting a diet and trim off those 
extra pounds which mysteriously accumulate at the close of the previous year.  I need 
to keep a diary, essential not only to  keep appointments, but to log past events which 
constantly resist recall.  You can look back with the assistance of a diary;  if you want 
to look forward you will need faith.  One of my favourite passages in the Old Testament 
is from the book of the Prophet Jeremiah.  Some have labelled Jeremiah as something 
of a misery, but I have found the 32nd Chapter of his book to be fertile ground from 
which to dig a sermon.  Jerusalem was under siege by the King of Babylon and 
Jeremiah was in custody but an opportunity came to him to buy a field at Anathoth.  He 
bought the field, counted out the money, signed the deed, then arranged for the 
documents to be put in an earthenware jar to be preserved.  Then we read Jeremiah’s 
declaration;  ‘houses and fields and vineyards shall again be bought in this land’. 

     We may be forgiven for thinking that we are existing in a dark age;  we need a 
measure of Jeremiah’s faith.  It is now official!  It is 2020 and ought to be a year of 
promise; the year of the Olympics; late Spring will see us celebrating the 75th 
anniversary of VE Day – and we are promised an extra day at the end of February.  I 
am writing the January letter before learning the results of this election.  It may be the 
start of the new ‘Roaring Twenties’ – it may be a time to tap into Jeremiah’s faith.   

As we will be looking back to the end of the Second World War,  can I remind you of 
the words that King George the Sixth recited on the occasion of his first Christmas 
radio message to us early in the war.  The words of Minnie Haskins:-  I said to the man 
who stood at the gate ‘Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown’  And he 
replied, ‘Go out into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God.  That should 
be to you better than light and safer than any known way. 

 In faith enjoy, ‘A Happy New Year’ 

Dick Davidson 



       January 2020 -----------NEWS AND THANKS ---------- January 2020 
 
 
 
 
Bewcastle Scout Group is open to boys and girls aged 6 - 14 years old. Meets every Tuesday during 
term-time in Roadhead Hall 6.15 - 7.45pm. details from Simon (01228-675717) or Tony (Scouts 016977-
48007), David (Cubs 07935-172942) and Alex (Beavers 01228-675717). 
Shankhill C of E School Nursery education for children, free for children aged 3 plus Mon-Fri 9-12 noon 

with option to stay for lunch &play until 1pm 01228 577264 office@shankhill.cumbria.sch.uk. 
Shankhill Parent & Toddler Group every Wed 1:30 – 3:30pm during term time. 01228 577264 
Shankhill Community Lunches every other Wednesday for a fresh, home cooked 2 course meal with 
coffee or tea for £5.00. See website or ring school.  Bookings by 12 noon on day before. 
Shankhill PTA collects printer cartridges. leave donations at School during term time or phone 01228 
577264  
Bewcastle School nursery education for children, free for children 3 upwards. Mon-Fri 9am- 12, option 
to stay for lunch till 1pm, for more details call 016977 48662 or email, admin@bewcastle.cumbria.sch.uk,   
School website page www.bewcastle.cumbria.sch.uk, 
Bewcastle Play Group meet every Friday in term time, 13.15 -14.30 at Bewcastle School. Come along 
for a coffee, chat & play. All welcome for more details ring school on 016977 48662 
Bewcastle Parish Council now has a website.  www.bewcastleparishcouncil.org.uk. 
Stapleton Public Hall has a facebook page to keep everyone updated on all the events at the hall. If 
anyone would like  to advertise their event held at the Hall contact Jenny therileys1993@gmail.com  or 
01228 675713. 
Stapleton Carpet Bowling every Thursday in Stapleton Public Hall at 8 pm.  New members welcome 
Needlecraft self help classes at Roadhead Hall Tuesdays , 2-4pm 
Stapleton Knit & Natter Group meet on Tuesdays at 7 pm at Stapleton Hall. Carol 01228 675534 
Post Offices:  Roadhead Hall, Wednesdays  9.30 - 11.30am,Stapleton Hall, Wed 12.15 – 2 pm  
Hethersgill Hall Wednesday 10.45 am to 11 am, Smithfield 11.10 am – 11.30 am  
Voluntary Social Car Scheme provides transport to members of the community of any age.  
Passengers pay 45p for each mile travelled (25p after 20 miles). If 2 people or more travel then the fare 
is shared between them. Contact Freddie Nixon 016977 48241 (Roadhead) or Pat Nixon 016977 45414 
(Walton) 
Dorothy Lowson  would like to thank everyone who  came to help her celebrate her 100th birthday.  She 
is very grateful for all the cards, and for the  wonderful flowers from Solport and Stapleton Parish Council.  
Hethersgill Social Committee needs your views! The social committee members are very keen to hear 
from local people about events that they would like to see or any changes to the current ones that we 
host. We are open to anyone’s ideas so please do let us know. Also if you would like to be involved in the 
social committee do get in touch. Please contact Marti Irving on martiirvng1@gmail.com    or 01228 
675786 or call Christine Faulder on 01228 675690 
Hethersgill Parish Hall 100 Club  Thanks to all who took party in the 100 Club.  To renew your 
membership or to become a member, please contact 01228 675389 or any committee member.  The 
cost is £11 for 12 monthly draws 
 Kirklinton Hall Thursday Market will be closed until April 2020.  Many thanks for your support this year. 
Walton Young Farmers are looking to celebrate its 75th Anniversary by hosting a dinner dance in 
February 2020. We are hoping to invite some of the original members, if you have ever been a member 
or know past members that we could contact please get in touch with myself Chloe Dodd on 
07468519945 or Amy Nicholson on 07975675263 or Joyce Waugh on 07712829589 or any current 
member/advisory.  
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January 2020 ------------- EVENTS   ---------- January 2020 

 
 
Saturday 4th January  7.30 pm   Stapleton Public Hall Dance with Denis Westmorland. £7  Bar available. 
Details 016977 48301/48337 
Saturday 11th January  9 am Walk (6.5m easy) Dalston, River Caldew & Rose Castle. Meet Old Road, 
Rosehill.  Details Harry 01228 675910 
Saturday 18th January 9 am  Walk (7.5m easy) Lowther Loop.  Meet Old Road Rosehill.  Details Harry 
01228 675910 
Tuesday 21st January   8 pm  Bewcastle Heritage Society at Roadhead Hall: Programme planning 
meeting.  All ideas welcome.  
Friday 24th January, 7.30-10pm, Folk evening at Stapleton Hall. Join us for another evening of song, 
story, and tunes. Bring an instrument, a poem, a story, or just yourself, and some food for a bring-and-
share supper. Young and old and all in between are welcome! There is no charge, but contributions 
towards hall hire gratefully received. 
Sunday 26th January 9 am -1 pm  Kirklinton with Hethersgill PCC are holding The Big Breakfast in 
Hethersgill Hall. Admission £6 adults and £3 under 12’s.  Tickets from any PCC member.  Everyone is 
welcome. 
 
 
Claiming Dates 

Saturday  1st  February 7.30 pm Stapleton Public Hall Dance with John & Bobbie 
Saturday 29th February Stapleton Public Hall concert with the Hayley Sisters 
 
 

 WI Meetings 
                        

Kirklinton WI 14th Jan   
Comp: Salt & Pepper Set 

& flower of the month 

Stapleton WI 8th Jan 
10.30 – 12 noon am Bring & Buy Coffee 

 Morning. All welcome 
 

 
 
 
Deadline for the February 2020  issue is 1pm on Saturday 11th January to Tricia Coombe, Damhead, 
Lyneholmeford, Roweltown, CA6 6LQ.  016977 48833 triciacoombe@damhead.me 

 
 
 
Donations for the costs of the Newsletter would be appreciated from anyone receiving a copy, especially as we  
have had to buy a new photocopier this year. Donations can be made direct to your distributor or to Tricia Coombe 
at Damhead, Roweltown, CA6 6LQ 016977 48833.  Many thanks to all who contributed to the newsletter .    
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